FROM: Deborah E. Scott, Director, MO Department of Social Services

SUBJECT: Winter Awareness Campaign 

November 20, 2008
The National Weather Service and State Emergency Management Agency have launched a Winter Awareness Campaign to encourage citizens to prepare for winter and remind citizens how to protect themselves during a severe winter storm. A winter storm may range from moderate snow over a few hours to blizzard conditions lasting for several days. After the December 2007 and the February 2008 winter storms, many communities were without power for days and sometimes weeks. 

Remember these two terms:
Winter Storm Watch indicates that severe winter weather may affect your area. 
Winter Storm Warning indicates severe winter weather is in the area or expected immediately. 
Prepare for Winter by: 
Creating a Family emergency plan and emergency kit, 
purchase a tone alert weather radio and listen for the latest weather updates; 
make sure your fireplace functions properly and you have firewood; 
make sure your generator functions properly and you have fuel; 
make sure your kerosene heater functions and you have fuel; 
insulate your attic and windows. 
Prepare a winter car kit. This includes 
a blanket, 
a spare radio with batteries, 
snacks or energy-type food, 
jumper cables, 
flares, 
a shovel, sand or shingles to give your tires traction. 
For additional information,
Missouri's "Ready in 3" (http://www.dhss.mo.gov/Ready_in_3/index.html program provides simple steps to prepare for an emergency. 
Additional information may be accessed using the following websites: 
NWS St. Louis Winter Campaign: http://www.crh.noaa.gov/lsx/?n=winterday  
NWS’s Winter Deceptive Killer Brochure: http://www.weather.gov/os/brochures/winterstorm.pdf  and 
FEMA’s Winter Awareness Campaign: http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/winter.shtm 
