IT’S YOUR VOICE, YOUR LIFE, 

YOUR FUTURE
You Should:

· Tell your caseworker, DJO, GAL, and/or CASA right away if something happens that frightens you.
· Keep your caseworker, DJO, GAL, and CASA informed about what is happening in your life.
· Tell your caseworker, DJO, GAL, and CASA what you want to have happen in your case and what you want the Judge to know and do.
· Ask your caseworker, DJO, GAL and/or CASA for advice when you don’t understand what is going on, and when you do not know what to do.
· Actively participate in creating your case plan and tasks to achieve the case plan.
· Follow the case plan tasks that are set out for you and ask questions if you don’t understand or disagree.
· Attend court hearings and Family Support Team meetings whenever you can.
· Be involved in your permanency planning.  When reunification, adoption and guardianship are not appropriate there may be advantages to remaining in care until you are 21.  You may be eligible for assistance with college or vocational school, a monthly maintenance payment and medical coverage.
PEOPLE YOU WILL SEE IN THE 
COURTROOM
Judge:  Hears evidence regarding the case.  (S)he makes decisions based on the laws and the juvenile’s best interest.
Guardian Ad Litem (GAL): 
Represents the best interest of the youth in court.  Makes recommendations to the Judge.  Responsible for making your wishes known even when they differ from the GAL’s recommendations.
Deputy Juvenile Officer (DJO)  
Juvenile Officer (JO)/JO Attorney:  Presents the case to the Judge and makes recommendations.
Case Manager:  Provides written reports and makes recommendations to the court.  Frequently asked to testify in court to assist the JO in presenting the case.
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA):  
Trained volunteers, appointed by the Judge,  who advocate for youth and provide written reports and recommendations to the Judge.  You may not have a CASA volunteer as they are not available in every county.
Parent’s Attorneys:  Presents the parent’s case to the Judge.

Note:  Others may assist with court functioning such as the court reporter and bailiff.
TYPES OF HEARINGS

Protective Custody Hearing:  
This hearing is held within 3 business days to determine if the youth should remain in 
protective custody.
Adjudication/Dispositional Hearing:  These hearings are typically held together to determine if the allegations of abuse and/or neglect are true and to determine who shall have legal and physical custody.  If the hearings are held together they must be held within 60 days of when the youth was taken into protective custody.  If held separately, there is an additional 30 days to hold the dispositional hearing.
Dispositional Review Hearing:

This hearing is held every 90-120 days after the Dispositional Hearing. The court receives information on the parent’s and youth’s current situation.

Permanency Hearing:  This hearing must be held within 12 months of when the youth was taken into protective custody.  The court hears evidence and determines a permanency plan for the youth.  The court must consult with the child on their permanency and transition plans when age appropriate.
Post Permanency Hearing:  This hearing is held after each permanency hearing, at least every 6 months. The court receives information regarding the status of the case, progress made by the parents, and progress on the permanency plan. 
Termination of Parental Rights:  A separate hearing is held to receive evidence about whether the parent’s rights should be terminated. The court determines if this would be in the youth’s best interest.
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COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Can Anyone Come?

Hearings are open to the public.  However, if anyone will make you feel uncomfortable let your caseworker, DJO, GAL and/or CASA know as the Judge can exclude the public during the juvenile/victim’s testimony.
Should I go to court or school?

If attending court will create difficulties let your caseworker, DJO, GAL and/or CASA know.  It may be possible to hold the hearing when school is not in session or when it is easier for you to miss school.
What do I need to do to prepare for court?

Nothing.  However, you may want to bring pictures, school papers, report cards etc.  You may want to write some notes if you are worried about remembering what you want to say.  Make sure your caseworker, DJO, GAL, and CASA know what you want to happen in your case and what you want the Judge to know and do.
What if I can’t attend?  
You may want to write a letter addressed to the Judge and send this information to your caseworker, DJO, GAL, and CASA.  Ask those who attended what happened.
Can I speak to the Judge?  
Yes, you can speak to the Judge when 
you are in court.  The Judge may ask you a specific question.  You are encouraged to answer and share other information that you think is important for the Judge to know.
Can I speak to the Judge alone?  
No one is allowed to speak to the Judge alone (ex-parte communication).  Although it is unusual, the Judge may make special arrangements to speak with you, the attorneys, and the court reporter alone. 
What can I do if I do not agree with the Judge?  Let your GAL know immediately.  Your attorney may then voice your concerns to the Judge.  
TIPS FOR COURT
· You have a right to be present in the courtroom.
· You have a right to be heard and must be consulted on your permanency plan. If you don’t understand something talk to your caseworker, DJO, GAL and/or CASA.  You should know their recommendations before court.
· Let your caseworker, DJO, GAL and/or CASA know before and/or at court if you want to tell the Judge something.
· If you don’t know who is taking you to court ask your caseworker or care provider.
· Find out what you can expect to happen in court.
· Dress appropropriately.  If you have questions ask.
· If you can, visit the courtroom before the hearing.
· Listen carefully to the questions you are asked and answer as best you can.  If you don’t understand a question, say so.  If you don’t have an answer for a question, say so.

· Always answer truthfully and in a respectful manner.  Refer to the Judge as “Your Honor” or “Sir” or Ma’am”.  Don’t interrupt when others are speaking.
· Ask to leave the court room if you are uncomfortable or upset.
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