EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TIP OF THE MONTH

Although tornadoes can occur at any time of the year, spring weather conditions are particularly conducive to spawning these deadly storms.  Now is a good time to start your family’s disaster kit, if you don’t already have one.  Your kit should include, at a minimum:

· A first aid kit 

· Essential medications 

· Non-perishable food (canned goods, peanut butter, crackers, etc.) and a can opener 

· Water – a gallon per person per day 

· Protective clothing and boots 

· Bedding or sleeping bags 

· Battery-powered (or cranking) radio 

· Flashlight 

· Extra batteries 

· Necessary items for infants, elderly or disabled family members 

Take the kit with you to your safe area – the basement or a center hallway, bathroom or closet on the lowest floor of the home.

For more information on family disaster preparedness, go to: www.redcross.org or http://www.dhss.mo.gov/Ready_in_3/.

